
Beware of Potential Social Security Payment Scams

  

The Social Security Administration has issued a warning about possible fraud regarding the
special one-time stimulus payment of $250 from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009. 
-All Social Security and SSI beneficiaries who are eligible for the special one-time recovery
payment will have their payment issued in May; 
-The payment is automatic; no action is required on your part; and 
-There are no requests to make, no applications to complete and no fees to pay.  

         

If you receive a visit, call or email from anyone claiming to want to help you obtain your
payment, be skeptical. Do not pay anyone to help you receive your payment. And do not
reveal any of your personal information to them, such as your full name, date of birth, or Social
Security number. If someone requests this information for this purpose, it’s more likely they’re
“out to get you” than out to get your payment for you.

         

In addition to people who receive Social Security and SSI benefits, people who receive benefits
from Veterans Affairs and the Railroad Retirement Board will receive one-time payments of
$250. Note, however, that only one payment of $250 will be made per person, regardless of any
combination of benefits that may be received.
How will your recovery payment be made? The same way that your regular monthly payments
are made. People with direct deposit will receive their payments electronically. Those who
receive paper checks will receive their payments in the mail. People who receive regular
payments through the new Direct Express debit card will receive their one-time payments
through the card. We will send your one-time payment separately from your Social Security or
SSI benefit.

         

To assist in processing the payments as efficiently as possible, please do not contact Social
Security unless you have not received your payment by June 4. More information is available at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/payment
and will be updated as needed.
Rest assured that your special one-time recovery payment will be sent to you automatically.
And if it’s not received by June 4, there’s only one place you need to contact: Social Security, at
your local office, or 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778).

         

To learn more about the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, visit www.recover
y.gov . 
To learn more about Social Security, visit www.socialsecurity.gov . 
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Frequently Asked Questions about the one-time economic recovery payment:

         

Who will receive the one-time $250 economic recovery payment?

         

The law provides for a one-time payment for certain individuals who receive Social Security,
Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Railroad Retirement and Veterans benefits. If you were
eligible for one of these benefits at any time during the months of November 2008, December
2008 or January 2009, you may be eligible for the one-time payment. To receive the payment,
your address of record must be in one of the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, American Samoa, or the Northern Mariana Islands. 

         

If I am eligible for the one-time payment, when will I receive it?

         

You should receive your one-time payment by the end of May 2009. You don’t need to do
anything to receive this payment. Social Security does not need to contact you to request
information. Please do not contact us about your payment unless you do not receive it by June
4, 2009. The Department of the Treasury will be sending payments throughout the month of
May. 

         

How will I receive my one-time payment?

         

We will deliver your one-time payment the same way we currently deliver your Social Security
or SSI benefit. If we deliver your monthly benefit by check, we will deliver your one-time
payment by check. If you receive your benefits by direct deposit or Direct Express® debit card,
you will receive the one-time payment the same way.

         

We will send your one-time economic recovery payment separately from your Social Security or
SSI benefit; it will not be included with your monthly benefit payment. 
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I receive both Social Security and SSI. Does this mean I’ll receive two one-time economic
recovery payments?

         

No, you can only get one $250 payment, regardless of how many types of benefits you receive.
For example, if you receive any combination of Social Security, SSI, Railroad Retirement or
Veterans benefits you still can only get one payment.     

         

If my spouse and I both receive Social Security or SSI benefits, will we each get a
one-time economic recovery payment?

         

Yes, if both you and your spouse are receiving benefits from Social Security or SSI, you each
will get the one-time payment.

         

Are children who receive Social Security benefits eligible for the one-time economic
recovery payment?

         

No, children under the age of 18 (19 if still in high school) who receive Social Security benefits
are NOT eligible for the one-time payment. However, adult children who receive disability
benefits on a parent’s record will receive a payment. 

         

Are children who receive SSI benefits eligible for the one-time economic recovery
payment?

         

Yes, children receiving SSI are eligible for the one-time payment.

         

I have a representative payee. Who will receive my one-time economic recovery
payment?
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If you have a representative payee, we will send your one-time payment to your representative
payee. Your representative payee is required by law to use the payment for your personal
benefit. 

         

Will ALL Social Security and SSI beneficiaries receive a one-time economic recovery
payment of $250?

         

No. In most cases, the following individuals will NOT receive the one-time payment: 
-Anyone living outside of the United States or its territories;
-Individuals who no longer are lawfully present in the United States; 
-Individuals whose benefits have been suspended under the law for giving false or misleading
statements;
-Social Security beneficiaries who are minor children*; 
-SSI beneficiaries who receive benefits at a reduced rate of $30 because they live in a medical
treatment facility (such as a nursing home or hospital) and Medicaid pays over 50% of the cost
of their care; 
-Individuals only entitled to Medicare and not to Social Security or SSI benefits; and
-Prisoners, fugitive felons, and probation and parole violators. 

         

Every situation is different, and there may be exceptions to these rules. 

         

*Note: Disabled adult children receiving Social Security or children receiving SSI payments will
receive the one-time payment.

         

Will I receive the one-time economic recovery payment if I have a delinquent Federal or
state debt?

         

The law requires the Department of the Treasury to deduct delinquent child support and debts
owed to state and Federal agencies from the one-time payment. The one-time payment will not
be used to collect Social Security or SSI benefit overpayments. 

         

Will the one-time economic recovery payment count as income or resources when
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determining eligibility for SSI?

         

The one-time payment will not count as income for SSI. In addition, it will not count as a
resource in the month you receive it or the following nine months. For example, if you receive
the one-time payment in May 2009, it will not count as a resource from May 2009 through
February 2010. If you still have this money in March 2010, it will count as a resource starting
that month and may affect your eligibility for SSI.

         

Will the one-time economic recovery payment count as earnings when determining
eligibility for Social Security disability benefits?

         

No. The one-time economic recovery payment will not count as income or earnings for Social
Security disability benefits.

         

If I don’t receive my one-time economic recovery payment by June 4, what should I do?

         

After June 4, 2009, you can call our toll-free number, 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778) or
contact your local Social Security office to tell us your payment has not arrived. Please wait until
then to ask about your payment because the Department of the Treasury will be sending
payments until the end of May. 

         

What should I do if someone calls or E-mails me asking for personal information to
process my payment?

         

Do not provide your personal information to anyone requesting it to process your payment. If
you are unsure about the identity of someone claiming to be a Social Security employee, call
1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778) to verify the call. You may report suspicious activity
involving Social Security programs and operations to the Social Security Fraud Hotline website
or call 1-800-269-0271 (TTY 1-866-501-2101). 
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How can I get more information about the one-time economic recovery payment?

         

If you are a Social Security or SSI beneficiary, visit our website.
If you are not a Social Security or SSI beneficiary and receive only Railroad Retirement or
Veterans benefits: 
-You can visit the Railroad Retirement Board (RRB) website or call 1-877-772-5772
(1-877-RRB-5RRB; TTY 1-312-751-4701) for more information. NOTE: You will receive your
one-time payment from RRB. You do not have to do anything in order to receive your payment.
-You can visit the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) website or contact your local VA facility
for more information. NOTE: You will receive your one-time payment from VA. You do not have
to do anything in order to receive your payment.

         

Born and raised in Delaware County, former 3-star Admiral Joe Sestak served in the Navy for
31 years and now serves as the Representative from the 7th District of Pennsylvania. He led a
series of operational commands at sea, including Commander of an aircraft carrier battle group
of 30 U.S. and allied ships with over 15,000 sailors and 100 aircraft that conducted operations in
Afghanistan and Iraq. After 9/11, Joe was the first Director of “Deep Blue,” the Navy’s
anti-terrorism unit that established strategic and operations policies for the “Global War on
Terrorism.” He served as President Clinton’s Director for Defense Policy at the National Security
Council in the White House, and holds a Ph.D. in Political Economy and Government from
Harvard University. According to the office of the House Historian, Joe is the highest-ranking
former military officer ever elected to the U.S. Congress.

         

### 
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